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A crime is an action that is condemned by the community and deserves to be punished. This action is usually against the public law and is punishable by imprisonment or by fine. A crime has a law definition approach and a sociological definition approach. A law definition approach views a crime as an act against the set rules and regulations. It focuses much on the act itself. A sociological definition approach focuses on the law itself and the individual's interests it seeks to protect. It differentiates between acts against individuals in person such as personal disputes and arguments, and acts that go beyond the private domain offending the public's values and social norms. A behavior is a response that an individual shows to their environment. It is a way of doing things. A criminal behavior is common in the current society. That is why criminologists describe the cultural and social backgrounds of crime and the reasons for labeling some actions a crime while leaving out others. 
According to Miller, Schreck, Tewksbury, & Barnes, (2015), there exist theoretical approaches that describe the relationship between crime, cultures and social structures. In their book, they give real-life examples and implications of crime. The examples are based upon a particular interest on some students' cultural development which enhances engagement. The person in question in this essay in Dylann Roof, a 21-year-old man who is accused and found guilty of murdering nine black people at a historic church in Charleston. Roof is from a broken family of divorced parents. His mother Amelia was evicted from home in 2009 and his father's business of renovating historic homes fell apart a few years later due to accumulated debts. 
According to his childhood friends, Dylann Roof was never a mean person, but he seemed to have a lot bothering him. He never had peace. Roof's father re-married when he was just 5 years old. His seniors describe him as a retrenched person who never penetrated into the "in" crowd. In his seventh grade, Roof viewed black people just as the white people. Mr. Brown, Roof's childhood teacher, recalls him as a child who had no problem with having mixed-race friends and who appreciated his background. However, he began to fall-out at his middle school. He found school boring. This, maybe due to the fact that his father put him to work landscaping which led him to landscaping marijuana with the only money he had earned. His step-mother describes him as a quiet man always locked up in his room, looking at bad stuff on the computer. Dylann Roof's action of murder may have been triggered by several factors being environmental, social structure or cultural factors.

The social structural factors are the greatest contributors to crime in the current society. Such factor includes the family set up, education, poverty, drug addiction, depression/frustrations and the greatest of all is the social media. The family set up affects a person's behavior from childhood development. The family has the greatest influence on an individual's life. Factors that may result in criminal behavior in a family include parental rejection, too strict or too lenient punishments, and divorced parents. Dylann Roof's parents divorced even before he was born. Lack of both parent's presence and love may have made him feel neglected causing him to pull out and develop an uncouth behavior. 

Poor performance in school may cause a child's self-esteem to drop. They feel like they are not like the others who have sharp minds to perform well in class. This results in such children developing a behavior to justify their poor performance in class. Dylann Roof was not a good performer in school. He starts to find school boring as early as at middle school and only completes up to ninth grade. After that, there are no records of him attending school.  It might be that his poor performance made him find school boring. Such a young mind develops a behavior of pulling out and landscaping marijuana. This may have contributed to his criminal behavior which led him to kill.

 Poverty in a family means that the parents are not able to provide enough economic security. Poverty is a direct causative factor for criminal activities (Miller et al., 2015). A child raised in a low-income family may result in running away from home attempting to escape desperation and suffering. Such children may meet and associate with criminal gangs. A poor child will result in stealing from their friend who has what they need. Poverty in the homes of criminals surpasses the poverty rates of the general population. The largest numbers of criminals come from low-income families. Dylann Roof's family is in the category of the poor. Court records show that Roof's parents were struggling with finances when he was a teenager. His father's business of renovating historic houses closed down due to accumulation of debt. This may have made Roof feel desperate and irritable causing him to pull out of school and to develop criminal behaviors to justify his status. 

Drug addiction is yet another factor that leads to development of criminal behavior in an individual. Drugs act as stimulants to a human body. The stimulation in some cases goes beyond, causing hallucination and false thoughts. Drug addiction deprives individuals of their normal state of mind. This may lead them to cause harm to others, damage to property and acting against the rule of law. Dylann Roof starts using marijuana at his middle school. Continued use of the drug and other drugs contributed to his false thoughts that led him to kill innocent people in a church. 

Depression and desperation cause an individual to commit crime in justification of his emotions. When one is depressed, they may result in behaviors that make them feel better regardless of whether they are right or wrong. Depression and desperation may be due to financial stress, broken family. 

The social media is the greatest source of criminal activities and criminal behavior. It has been a platform where hate and malice are spread in the society for no reason. Humanity has been destroyed through social media. The current generation from the young to the old, have developed uncouth behaviors accelerated by the social media. Messages and pictures of killing and destruction are being spread in the society. A point has reached where individuals no longer value the bond of neighborhood. 
It has become a society of every man for himself. The young generation from childhood development, have access to the social media through the internet. It is here that they get negative ideas of criminal behavior which trigger them to criminal activities. Dylann Roof's former step-mother says that he developed a behavior of locking himself up in his room and looking at lousy staff on the computer. She refers to it as "internet evil." Later in his life, he used to read articles and journals about black on white crime. He learns the Trayvon Martin case (Blow, 2012). He comes across the Council of Conservative Citizens which talked about the brutal black on white murders. This makes him angry. It may have triggered him to take the action of killing claiming that no one is doing anything, but all are just talking about the internet. It is the internet that changed his mentality of race. He wonders why the black on white murders are ignored yet white people have as much right as the black people have.

Crime can be triggered by environmental factors (Mohan, 2016).  A key environmental factor in a child's development is socialization. Socialization refers to the lessons that a child is taught on how to behave. It is a period of development when a child is taught the values and rules of their society. Related implications and consequences may cause an action to be repeated. A child is not born knowing that some behaviors are wrong. They are taught through consequences, positive for right behaviors and wrong for negative behaviors. This is when they get to internalize the set rules and regulations and actually believe them to be correct. If a child is not brought up properly in the right environment, criminal behavior may be triggered. Negative and inconsistent reinforcement or punishment may result to erosion of moral obligations and social judgment. Dylann Roof's father to work landscaping when begins to fall-out in middle school. Instead of positively reinforcing or encouraging to Roof to take his studies seriously, the father takes him out and makes him work.
 The act pulls Roof away from his childhood friends who remain at school. His behavior begins to change from there. At his young age, he is found landscaping marijuana. His mother grounds him. This makes him a loner since he cannot meet up with friends. As it is commonly said, idleness is the devil's workshop. He developed a behavior of locking up himself in his room and looking at lousy staff on the computer as his former step-mother describes. This behavior that he cultivated at such a young age may have triggered a criminal mind that may have contributed to his motive for the murder. Imitation is also an environmental factor that may trigger criminal behavior. 
Children often observe what their elders do and copy without knowing the consequences of the behavior. Imitation I can say is the most significant cause of crime in the current society. What adults do knowingly or unknowingly is observed by the small ones, and they tend to take up such behaviors justifying them with "even the elders do it." Dylann Roof may have noted the uncouth behavior of killing from older people in the community which went unpunished leaving him to believe that killing is not a big deal. This may have contributed to triggering his mind to kill.

Cultural factors also influence criminal behaviors in the society. The primary cultural factor that accelerates criminal activities is segregation and discrimination. When one community or an individual is segregated and discriminated, it results in the development of a defensive behavior which mostly is a criminal act of war and destruction. This is done to gain freedom and to show their existence. In other situations, criminal actions may be undertaken to fight for those who cannot fight for themselves in call for justice. Segregation and discrimination result in feelings of unworthiness and inferiority among the victims. This may cultivate anger and spite in them which may come out inform of committing a crime to be heard. 
In Dylann Roof's case, the blacks are segregated from the whites. The white claim it's a defensive measure to protect themselves from the black people. Segregation protected the whites from being physically harmed by the blacks, from interacting with them and most of all from being brought down to their level (Miller et al., 2015). White parents move to the suburbs to send their children to the good schools which are measured by how white a school is. Roof hates the idea of suburbs with passion but cries out for those white kids who are forced by economic circumstances to live among black people. According to,  Boyce, & Brayda, (2015), Dylann Roof claims that such white kids have no one to fight for them when they are picked for being white, but someone has to which he does by killing nine black people at a historic church in Charleston. He feels it's not too late for America and Europe to regain their states from the blacks.

Cultural diversity, identity, and ethnic minority are other cultural factors that influence criminal activities (Mekawi, Bresin, & Hunter, 2016). Having a unique culture is the identity of a community. It gives members a sense of belonging. In his Manifesto, Dylann Roof claims that the whites lack a unique culture. What is their culture is taken to be the world's culture. The whites' culture has been adopted everywhere in the world. This pisses him off. He feels that white women are race mixing victims in white nationalists' communities. He points out that when talking about bad things that the whites have done in history, it is always emphasized that it is a white. But when it comes to the numerous wonderful things that the whites have done in history, it is never pointed out that these were whites yet important things done by black people are always pointed out repeatedly they were black. This may have triggered his mind to step out and commit the murder in an attempt for him to be heard.

To sum up, it is evident that Dylann Roof was not raised in a racist family or a racist environment, but he hated black people after reading journals and articles from the internet. He views the same black people he schooled with as Negroes with lower intellectual quotients, lower impulse control and higher testosterone levels in generals. He perceives them to be violent creatures. Social structure is the greatest causative of criminal behaviors and activities, the internet being the largest contributor.
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